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CLEAN START 


THE EYE FORMED, LTH STUDIED THE MAN-THING. 
SHE WATCHED HIM STRUGGLE TO HIS FEET...TURN 
DAZEDLY...AND STARE АТ HER, HIS FACE А MASK 
OF DISBELIEF. 


NO! ሪፖ THIS...THIS CAN'T 
BE HAPPENINGS 








YOUR TASK, THEREFORE , IS ТО (WSURE, BY ANY MEANS, 
THAT THE THIRD PLANET WILL NOT BRING D/SHARMONY 
TO THIS FEDERATION! 


YES! SPACE 
TRAVEL...AND 
INE 


EXACTLY! MAN, AS THE 
DOMINANT LIFE FORM ON 
THE THIRD PLANET CALLS 
ITSELF, WILE HAVE ТО ВЕ 
BROUGHT INTO THE 4 
SOLAR FEDERATION 

ў WHEN THAT HAPPENS! / 


BRX! PERHAPS 
BEST ІР WE 0) 


PERHAPS IT WOULD BE 
Ү OBSERVED FROM A 
DISTANCE AT FIRST! 


THE METHOD WE LEAVE ТО Yous EARTH 15 NOW 
ENTERING THE 7W/RO DEVELOPMENT STAG 
NUCLEAR FISSION? YOU KNOW THE FOURTH STAGE. 


MAN IS А BRAWLING, 
BLOODTHIRSTY SAV- 
GE WHO WOULD, 
DESTROY US ALL! 
HE MUST BE MADE 
FIT? ТНАТ.-15 YOUR 
PROBLEM, LTH 
AND BAX? 


SOMEWHERE... AT SOME MOMENT. 
IN ITS HISTORY... THE RACE OF 
MAN TOOK A WRONG TURNING! 
IT CHOSE, INSTEAD OF PEACE, 
А PATH OF V/OLENGE / YOU MUST 
FIND THAT EXACT MOMENT AND 
PREVENT MAN FROM TAKING 
THAT WRONG TURN SO THAT HE 
WILL DEVELOP PEACEFULLY. 


AS WE H а 
521 


TIME IS 50...50 VAST, BRX! 
GIVEN TIME, MAN MIGHT TAKE 
THE WAY OF PEACE OF HIS 
OWN ACCORD. WHAT IF WE 
CHOOSE THE -THE WRONG 


МЕ ARE SCIENTISTS, 
LTH! WE SHALL 
CHOOSE THE A/@NT 


IT WOULD BE BETTER.. 


м FOR NOW... MERELY ТС 
OBSERVE! 


Ес 
is 





LTH SHUDDERED AS SHE REMEMBERED. BRX'S EXTENDED 
POD HAD FLICKED A CONTROL AND THE SHIP HAD FLASHED, 
OUT OF THE EMPTINESS OF TIMELESS SPACE INTO THE 
PRESENT. AND HER BRAIN HAD REELED AT WHAT SHE'D 


BECAUSE. YES, I CAN CATCH 

THEIR THOUGHTS... BECAUSE THIS 

IS WHAT THEY CALL WAR! BUT 

THEIR THOUGHTS ARE CONFUSED! 

MY OWN BRAIN FEELS AS IF IT IS 

ABOUT TO SPLIT! THE MOMENT 
WE SEEK [5 #ሪፖ IN THE 

PRESENT? 


WE MUST FORCE OURSELVES 

TO THINK eet 04У f WE MUST 

FORGET DISGUST AND PITY 

АМО LOOK UPON MAN ONLY 
AS A PROBLEM! 


Leg: 8ሀፐ...88ጸ/ 
THOSE POOR, INSANE, 
CREATURES! KILLING! 
DESTROYING? WHY?? 
FOR WHAT? 


й кд 
“4 


THEY... OH, BRX, DO YOU FEEL IT? THOSE CREATURES 
- KILLING EACH 'OTHER...TEARING EACH OTHER'S 
BODIES! THEY WANT ТО KILL! WAYS? 


ТЕ WE REMAIN WERE, THE 
ACCUMULATED HATE IN 


MINDS DOWN THERE 
WILL DRIVE OS MAD! 


NOT ВЕ ҒАЗУ/ THOSE... THOSE, 
THINGS HARDLY SEEM WORTH 
CARING ABOUT. BUT AT LEAST 
WE KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT! 


WHEN МЕ AWOW WHY MAN KILLS, WE SHALL BE ABLE 
TO FIND ል CURE JE RACE IS W7ELLIGENT, THEREFORE 
IT MUST SURV/VES THAT IS FEDERATION LAW“ WE MUS 
FIND THE MOMENT WHEN МАН /7/#57 BEGAN TO... TORILL! 


d 





алх” ENOUGH? 


LET US GO BACK STILL 
ALL THOS! 


STILL THEY FIGHT... BROTHER AGAINS’ 
@ROTHER, EVEN! THE SAME... INSANITY.) 


e SURELY, MEN WERE ሪፖ 
HATE I GROW LIKE THIS! 
FAINTIENOUSH? 


Ат FIRST, LTH HAD PITIED THE THEIR PLANET ) THEY AWOW NO BETTER, 
GE БАС Th т COULD BE A BRX! IT WAS YOUR DESIRE 
МАН ON SEVERAL OCC. 4 THAT WE ASSUME THEIR 
š FORM AND MINGLE WITH 

BUT THEM! HAVI 

THE FOOLS LOOK HOW SOME OF THEM የተፈሪ ዚር NOT 777 

SUFFER BECAUSE OTHERS DESIRE HAVENT 5 
т POWER OVER THEM... Е 


NO, LTH / SOMEWHERE WE WILL FIND 
WHAT WE SEEK. WE WILL GO FURTHER 
BACK IN TIME. THERE MUST HAVE 
BEEN A TIME WHEN MAN WAS МОЛ 
LIKE THIS! THERE WWS7 HAVE BEEN! 





MAN MUST ВЕ 6U/DEC 
«FROM THE BEGINNING! IF 


с 
AND THE! 


CHIL OREN. 


AS Z SHALL 
RETURN WITH 


А FEMALES 


| WE ARE AGREED, 


BRK! 18... 


ል HISTORY OF 


HILDRE! PEACE AND A 
IR CHILDREN'S, 


PLAGE INTHE 
FEDERATION! 
YES! SEES 


„18 THERE 
МО OTHER WAY? 


IT IS WO USE, LTH! THERE IS ONLY 
OWE ANSWER! MAN. 


»MUST START 
OVER AGAIN! 


I HAVE BROUGHT US BACK TO THE 


PRESENT SO THAT WE MAY FIND 
INTELLIGENT, 


7, ADVANGED SPECIMENS, 
YOU KNOW WHAT ТО 20, LTH? 


MONE? THERE! | 
SET! LET US ВЕО! 





+ * „АМО IN ONE, LTH HAD STARED WITH | ( THERE HAD BEEN NO GREAT 

ALITTLE GRIMACE AT THI URGENCY АТ FIRST, AND SO, HER 

OF THE SH SHE'D SCOUT SHIP HAD SPUN OVER SEAS, 

FORCED HER PLASTIC, MALI WHISKED ACROSS CONTINENTS... - 
PLASMIC BODY, 


Ї тн HAD SEARCHED FAR, BUT ON THIS PLANET,THE | SHE'D FOUND HER SPECIMEN AND FOLLOWED HIM, AWAITING 
TEEMING CITIES WERE THE CENTERS OF CULTURE. HER OPPORTUNITY. BUT. . . 
LTH HAD CHOSEN THE SEARCH, 


LARGEST FOR THE FINAL 





(WHAT'S THE WATTER, GORGEOUS? CAT GOT 
YOUR TONGUE? YOU DON'T HAVE TO PLAY COY 
WITH МЕ NOW! Т ANON THE коли, ን KNOW 
YOU'VE BEEN FOLLOWING "MON? LET'S MIND, WHAT WAS THERE HAD SICKENED HER! SHE'D STUNNED 
` GET 4ሪዕ4/#7, НІМ WITH A THOUGHT WAVE, 











SHE'D LET TIME PASS. THE 
DAYS HAD SPED BY AND, IN THE 
END, TIME HAD SIMPLY RUN OUT. 


SUDDENLY, THE CITY HAD BECOME SILENT, SUDDENLY, 
THE CITY HAD DIED, MAN HAD DIED. THERE'D BEEN NO 
NEED, THEN, FOR LTH'S DISGUISE. THE DESTROYER HAD 
DONE ITS WORK WE! 


SHE'D LIFTED HER PRIZE AND CARRIED НМ OUT OF SHE'D MOVED THROUGH THE CITY SADLY...THROUGH 
THE STORE. OUT INTO THE DEAD CITY... THE SILENCE AND THE STILLNESS... 





Ано WHEN LTH TURNED AND SAW THE HORROR IN THE 
MAN'S EYES, SHE WAS FILLED. WITH PITY... 


WO... YOU MUST NOT BE GERS) TRY TO UNDER- 
STAND! YOUR WORLD IS DEADS BUT YOU WILL LIVE! 


THROUGH YOU, AND A MATE, YOUR RACE WILL ¿/V£ 


AGAIN. 





DON'T WORRY, HOLLIS! THOSE STARS 
UP THERE ARE A LOT /@GER THAN 


MARBLES... SHINY LITTLE 
MARBLES! җә 


SNIT 
BØRN LIKE А STAR! 
MARS IS А PLANE 





THE LAUNCHING CEREMONY BEGAN, THE BATTERY OF 
LOUDSPEAKERS DRONED OVER THE HUSHED CROWD OF 
GATHERED NOTABLES... 


THE FIRST SPACE SHIP CAPABLE OF REACHING OTHER 
PLANETS IS READY FOR ITS PERILOUS JOURNEY. IN A 
FEW MOMENTS, A BUTTON WILL BE PUSHED. 


ЕО. WORLD 
WILL CONTACT WORLD. THE UNIVERSE WILL SHRINK... 
AND MAN WILL ВЕ ITS SHRINKER... 


THE LOUDSPEAKERS DRONED ON. THE GENERAL 
TURNED TO THE CREW MEMBERS...McGRAW... HOLLIS... 
ENKERS... DANTON... 


EVERY PRECAUTION HAS BEEN TAKEN FOR YOUR 

SAFETY. EVERY SCIENTIFIC DEVICE...EVERY COMFORT 

KNOWN TO MAN HAS BEEN PLACED AT YOUR DIS- 

POSAL. YOU WILL BE AS SAFE A MILLION MILES 

OUT IN SPACE AS YOU WOULD BE IN YOUR OWN 5-7 
BED AT HOME... 








OMENTS LATER, WITHIN THE X-17, FOUR MEN 
Ме IN THEIR SHOCK- COUCHES... AWAITING THEIR 


DESTINY.. а ር“ 














А FINGER MOVED... 
BUTTONS CLICKED.. 





Аш. OF THE YEARS OF RESEARCH... ALL OF THE EXPER- 
IMENTATION AND THEORY AND TRIAL AND ERROR WERE 
ALMOST OVER. 


AS THE X-I7, WITH ITS HAND-PICKED CREW, HURTLES 





TODAY, YOU STAND AS COLUMBUS STOOD OVER 450 

YEARS AGO... ON THE BRINK OF THE UNKNOWN, MAY YOU 

MAKE AS STUPENDOUS AND EXCITING A DISCOVERY AS Д 

HE MADE IN HIS DAY’ I HEREBY LAUNCH THE FIRST 
РСАМЕТ-ВОЧНО ROCKET. THE X-I7... 

У.) 


.. AND MAN REACHED FOR THE STARS 
WITH AN EAR-SPLITTING ROAR... 








... AND LEAPED UP INTO THE BLACK- | IT...IT'S OUT MAY GOD BE WITH 
NESS ON А FINGER OF ORANGE OF SIGHT! THEM! THEY ARE IN 
FLAME... HIS HANDS NOW! 


YES, MAN REACHED FOR THE 
STARS WITH А NEEDLE- NOSED 
MONSTER THAT SPIT AND HOWLEO 
AND SHUDDERED... 









FOR THE FIRST FEW DAYS OF THE PIONEER SPACE VOYAGE,THE BuT BY THE END OF THE SECOND WEEK, ል 


REPORTS CAME IN AS EXPECTED... CURIOUS NOTE HAD CREPT INTO THE COMMUNI- 


57 CATIONS... 
THIS IS MeGRAW OF THE Х-17. EVERYTHING IS Mag HEAR 
PROCEEDING ACCORDING TO PLAN. SHIP IS ё THE MESSAGE CAME FROM У WELL,OF COURSE! 
..-4 | McGRAW, SIR HE... HE WANTS) BLAST ІТ? WHAT 
TO KNOW IF WE WANT THE 





SIR? IF THESE REPORTS ARE COAT... IF МЕ 
7 ARE TO BELIEVE THESE REPORTS ... THEN OUR 
I DON'T UNDERSTAND ІТ, SIR. NOT AT ALL? 4 ENTIRE CONCEPT OF THE UNIVERSE HAS ТО 
THE Х-17 IS MAKING GOOD HEADWAY! THEY'VE ), WHA’ BE REVISED! <= 
ENCOUNTERED LITTLE OR NO DIFFICULTY! 
AND YET... THE DATA. 


REVISED?! ኛ WcGRAW SAYS THE WHAT’? WHY THAT'S 
WHAT THE 


NONSENSE? THEY 
DEUCE ARE ATH... MUST BE PULLING 


YOUR LEGI CONTACT 
THEM AT ONCE! 


THAN А RUBBER 


BALLI? MCGRAW! 
А SUIT AND WENT OUT DO YOU KNOW 
Е 


AND PICKED IT UP? WE 
HAVE IT IN THE SHIPS 


Across THE COLD VOID crac 
TRAILED А ZIG-ZAG COURSE THROUGH BLACK EMPTY SPACE...REPORTS THAT MOCKED MAN'S KNOWLEDGE... DATA 
THAT LAUGHED AT SCIENCE... г 


THIS IS EARTH. 
CALLING EA 
THIS 15 EARTH. 


YES, SIR! AND WE'VE CHANGED COURSE 
WE'RE GOING TO GO OVER AND PICK UP 
VENUS f THE WAY IT LOOKS, SIR, WE'VE 

DISPROVED ALL ASTRONOMICAL THEORY!) 

EVERYTHING IN SPACE 15 МО 8/@GER THAN 

AS SEEN BY OUR LARGEST TELESCOPES. 
ON EARTH... ЛУ REALITY 


KUER THE ELECTRONIC HUM OF HUMAN CONVERSATION AS ል LONE SPACESHIP 





Он EARTH, SCIENTISTS AND ARMY OFFICERS AND WHILE OUT IN SPACE, THE X-I7 ROAMED AIMLESSLY THROUGH 
GOVERNMENT MEN LOOKED UP INTO SPACE AT THE THE VOID... 
STARS AND THE PLANETS, GLEAMING LIKE SO 

D SOME OF THE CREW ARE HAVING) 












OTHERS ARE PLAYING 
RING-TOSS WITH 
SATURN'S RINGS! 


MANY DIAMOND: 

WHAT ARE THEY 744446 ABOUT? 
WHAT ARE THEY TRYING TO 009 
WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH THEM 










WE GAVE THEM EVERY ያ BUT WHAT THE STARS LOOK АТ WE HADN'T COUNTED \ WE HADN'T 






SCIENTIFIC DEVELOP- \ WE HADN'T THE 57475,7 THEY'RE COUNTED ON 
MENT KNOWN TO МАМ? | COUNTED ON NOTHING BUT THE MENTAL 
WAS 52407 | | MARBLES BRIGHT THE EXTREME VAST- У CHANGES 


SHINY MARBLES 7) MESS OF IT! THROWING) THAT WOULD 
MAN UP /М/0 THAT, 


VASTNESS f 


THIS IS MeGRAW...ON THE X-I7/ YOU SHOULD BE f [..081ሃዩክ INSANE 
WITH US WOW? HA-HA! WHAT А 7/МЕ МЕНЕ UTTERLY INSANE. 
A CREW е 


HAVING! ТМ THROUGH CALLING BACK REPORTS! 

I'M GOING TO JOIN THE OTHERS” WE HAVE THE 

UNIVERSE ІМ OUR #4#08 7 HA-HA! HEY FELLOWS, 
i WAIT FOR ME! ሥ= 


Most people took the end 
calmly than Elmo. After all, ው 
lions of other worlds in space, many better. 
And there was plenty of time to evacuate all 
living souls of the 29th century, in the gigantic 
space transports, to Procyon V, already picked 
as their new home. 


SE 
beggars. 


By Боко кше ук sentimental aboutt ond 


LORD, to plead that the end of the world be 
cancelled. His friends pitied him, convinced 
he was completely unbalanced over Earth's 


“Elmo, be sensible,” one friend said gently, 
firmly. “Snap out of it before it's too late. 
Who can change the great Galactic Plan? 
How ridiculous to expect the LORD to hear 
you, and save one tiny world from the scrap- 
ይያ ቸቁቸዎቸም ።ን ን ን ከ 
is now.” 

“Yes,” sighed Elmo, brokenly, "I guess the 
LORD won't listen to me about a worthless 
world like this. I'll give up trying to talk the 
LORD out of it.” 

To keep himself busy, before his call came 

space transports, Elmo went back to 
For 25 years in the Geologic Survey, 
explored and mapped inner Earth 


He sat up suddenly at the image forming on 
PACSI унийн) 
below. The automatic analyzer readings 

of what lay there were fantastic, Not granite 
Igneous rock, lava, пог апу of the usual 


АС аан ас Ар ара 
Gold, copper, tungsten, germanium ores! And 
Мейс PIM a Tn waste варе, mors аноды 

able {uel than had ever been mined or 
dreamed of on the surface! 

Elmo had to hurry, for already the signs 
of destruction had begun—whole mountain 
ranges ripping away from Earth—vast suc- 
RE ad ርያ ОН ከአ ከን 
Sree ор hour. ee 


excited when Elmo 
resources waiting within Earth as a treasure 
of 100 trillion Galactic Dollars. 


“Digging it up,” Elmo concluded trium- | 
phantly, “earth will change over-night from 
an economic liability to an asset in the Galac- 
tic Union. You people of the LORD can't con- 
demn my Earth as a worthless deadworld 
now.” 

"We're not fools,” snapped back the execu- 
tive of the LORD. “Luckily, we only started 
dismantling proceedings. Took away only a 
few mountain ranges with space tugs, for 

building stone. And some black dirt in 
our Vacuum Sweeper. We can easily 
ferry back the few million Earthians sent to 
Procyon V. We hereby officially cancel the end 
of your world.“ 

But when Elmo hung up, he was strani ly 
quiet. He lifted his eyes upward 
“No,” he breathed in great awe, fervent! 
“they didn't save Earth... not that Li 
They Войо to do with the miracle of 

to that saving treasure 
slows 2 ая hour. I got through 
before to a Higher Power.” 


Elmo finished on his knees, head bowed. 
“Thanks, dear Lord ር 




















THE PROFESSOR MOTIONED TO THE FIERY IMAGE 

ON THE MOVIE SCREEN. , . 

[ тоо DISTANT FROM EARTH TO BE PICKED 
UP BY OUR TELESCOPES, THOR WAS DIS- 
COVERED AND PHOTOGRAPHED ONLY 

BECAUSE IT SUDDENLY BURST INTO 





WHY IT 2/2 $0,WE DO нот KNOWS А SPECTROSCOPE 
ANALYSIS SHOWS THOR'S ATMOSPHERE TO BE MADE UP OF 
ONE PART OXYGEN AND NINE PARTS METHANE. 
OBVIOUSLY LIFE AS WE KNOW IT COULD NOT HAVE 
EXISTED IN SUCH AN ATMOSPHERE... 








STORY: THE SHIP DESCENDED SLOWLY FROM SPACE. ` SWIFTLY, THE PILOT OF THE SHIP WAS CONDUCTED To THE 
WHEN IT ENTERED THE METHANE ATMOSPHERE, ITS LEADERS. EACH LEADER, IN TURN, TOUCHED TENTACLES ` 
PLASTIC HULL WAS BARELY MOVING, THE MAGNETIC  WITHHIM... A GREAT HONOR. FOR QUOR...THE PILOT...HAD 
DRIVE IN ITS STERN HUMMED SOFTLY, THEN,THE SHIP JUST COMPLETED THE FIRST INTER-SOLAR-SYSTEM SPACE 
TOUCHED DOWN... FLIGHT, AFTER THE WARM GREETING, CAME THE QUESTIONS... 

LIFE? YOU SAY THERE IS J SO ITS INHABITANTS CALL 
LIFE ON THE THIRD /7У NES... MANY STRANGE 
PLANET... EARTH, FORMS OF LIFES 













ONCE AGAIN, QUOR WAS SUMMONED. 
THERE WAS NO QUESTION AS TO 
WHAT COURSE TO FOLLOW. LOGIC 
PROVIDED THE ANSWER, . - 


RETURN ТО EARTH? 

BUT I DO NOT UNDER- 

STANDS FOR WHAT 
PURPOSE? 


I OBSERVED THE PLANET FOR SOME The BODIES IN THE PLASTIC SEATS 
TIME, I MADE RECORDINGS OF ITS STIRRED UNEASILY. THE LEADERS 
LANGUAGES. I MADE PHOTO- DISMISSED QUOR AND CONFERRED 
GRAPHS OF ITS CREATURES. ITIS | IN HISSING WHISPERS. . . 

A PLACE OF VIOLENCE ITS 1 

HIGHEST FORM OF LIFE IS SHOULD CHAL- 
VICIOUS... DANGEROUS... AND КЕНСЕ СОК 
AMBITIOUS, ШАЙ, НЕ IS CALLED, 

HE HAS NO SPACE TRAVEL. BUT 

EVERY MOMENT THAT GOES BY 

BRINGS HIM CLOSER 70 IT! 






| 


ÅND so IT WAS. ONE DAY, THE LEADERS 
GATHERED AGAIN. ONE DAY, QUOR HAD MASTERED 
ል LANGUAGE OF EARTH. ONE DAY, НЕ MOVED | 
WEAPONS...THEIR WEAK- «Д “ALTER YOU зо THAT You MAY “J EASILY IN HIS NEW BODY. 

МЕЗЗЕЗГ WHEN WE А PASS AS ONE OF THEM Ў OUR SURGEONS HAVE DONE WELLS 


ATTACK Үй piar NOT YOU, QUOR, ARE ... INDEED... А WAN! 


THIS TIME,QUOR...YOU WILL SY OUR SURGEONS HAVE STUDIED 
LANDS YOU WILL во AMONG \THE DATA YOU BROUGHT BACK. IT 


[BUT APPEARANCE IS Y YOU MUST NOT BE D/SCOVEREDS 
NOT ENOUGH! UPON | YOU MUST LEARN TO ረ/ዞድ...ፐ0 
YOU DEPENDS THE | 7H/NK...TO FEEL AS MEN Dot 
ULTIMATE FATE OF/ YOU MUST DO MORE THAN 
OUR WORLD. BE RESEMBLE А MAN. YOU MUST 
WARY’ REMEMBER...) BEA MAN! REMEMBER THAT! 

7 — = mi 


THE LANGUAGE quoR-HAD MAS— 
TERED HAD BEEN SPOKEN IN ONE OF 


PLANET. QUOR HEADED HIS SPACE 
CRAFT THERE... 


SPARE THE HORSE- 
POWER, DOES HE? WHAT 
SOME CORDWOOD IN (| | 00 YOU THINK, EMMIE? 
RETURN. WHAT'S YOUR WE COULD USE A 
NAME, BOY? LOOKING HIRED HAND! 


FOR WORK! 


ІТ WAS SO. EASY FOR QUOR TO BE ACCEPTED...TO FOOL Іт WAS IMPORTANT TO LEARN... TO LEARN EVERYTHING. 

THESE EARTHLINGS. QUOR LAUGHED INWARDLY LATER.EVEN > QUOR ACCEPTED THE THIN WHITE TUBE...WATCHED THE 

AS HE GAGGED DOWN THE ALIEN FOOD BEFORE HIM. THEY “ FARMER...THEN IMITATED HIS ACTIONS 

WERE LIKE CHILDREN | THEN IT'S SETTLED? COME! I'LL) WE'LL...TRY TO 
OKAY, THEN, JOHN! FIFTY А MONTH AND SHOW YOU YOUR ROOM. YOU'LL / MAKE IT PLEASANT 
ROOM AND BOARD’ THAT'S MY BEST LIKE IT HERE! 1 FOR YOU, JOHNNY f 
OFFER! TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT f ER... 





WELL,SON HOW 
DO YOU LIKE IT 


ONLY YOU'RE SHY он, 
JOHNNY, DON'T YOU KNOW 


Шат, DOESN'T MATTER, 
ANYTHING ABOUT WOMEN? ) I'M AFRAID І...І THINK 


DON'T YOU KNOW HOW T 


IT'S TIME FOR МЕ ТО BE 
FEEL? 


MOVING ONS 


Ан UNHAPPY BEGINNING, YES. BUT THIS WAS QUOR'S JOB. 
OBSERVE, LEARN. IMITATE, INTEGRATE. MOVE. FIND 
INFORMATION HIS LEADERS SOUGHT, QUOR ACCEPTED HIS 
ROLE... ALONG WITH ITS DISCOMFORTS, AND SOME HE EVEN 
BECAME USED ТО... 

LET'S TAKE A BREAK, SON! 

HERES НАМЕ А SMOKED 


YOU LIKE TO...TO 
4755 WE? 


DON'T You WANT то 
KISS ME? 


NO,JOHNNY f WO. YOU'RE Y NOWHERE IN PARTICULAR f 
I JUST THINK IT'S TIME 





JOHNNY! COME BACK 
SOMEDAY, JOHNNY! 


THE REST OF QUOR'S TASK WAS FAIRLY SIMPLE. ONCE SURE 
THAT WHEREVER HE WENT, HE WOULD NOT BE SUSPECTED, HE 
MOVED FAST, AT THE A-BOMB PROVING GROUNDS IN NEW 
MEXICO, , АМ THE BUILDING IN WASHINGTON, D.C., THAT 
MEN CALLED "THE РЕМТАВО! 


THEY MET HIM AT THE SPACE PORT, 
HIS PEOPLE. QUOR HAD NOT SEEN 


THEM IN SO LONG. HE SHUDDERED 
AS ONE OF THEM WOUND А TENACLE 
AROUND HIS АБМ... 


Нар HE BEEN AMONG МЕН ТОО 
LONG? HAD HE TRULY BEGUN TOLIVE 
AND THINK AND FEEL LIKE MEN? 
QUOR BREATHED DEEPLY OF THE 
FAMILIAR ATMOSPHERE AROUND HIM 


ARE YOU READY WITH THE 


AND SMILED. 


л, INFORMATION ? 


Bur QUOR WAS NOT READY. QUOR WAS NERVOUS, 
FRIGHTENED” HE COULD NOT HELP BUT WONDER. WHAT 
IF HIS INFORMATION WERE NOT COMPLETE? WHAT IF HED 
OVERLOOKED SOME VITAL DETAIL 


WAIT, HERE! THE LEADERS WILL SUMMON 
YOU SHORTLY: 


Quor PACED THE FLOOR BETWEEN THE TWO MASSIVE 

DOORS RESTLESSLY,,,AS А MAN MIGHT, HE NOTED WRYLY. 

YES. HE HAD LEARNED HIS PART WELL. HE'D CONDI- 

TIONED HIMSELF, HE ALMOST BEHAVED LIKE А MAN 
STINGTIVELY.. . 


[ THE LEADERS WILL SEE 
ы. YOU NOW... 





Quor STOOD BEFORE His LEADERS... | н-но/ I ለዘ | ЗОРИ IT iS UNDER- | QuoR SHOOK, HIS INFORMATION HAD 
THE DATA IN НІЗ НАМО... 4.) STANDABLE/ YOUR | ТО BE SUFFICIENT THE ENTIRE 
WELL? You BEHAVE б MISSION WAS OF COUNCIL OF LEADERS WAS HERE... 
STRANGELY, оцон! WE INFINITE IMPORT- | ТО HEAR HIM IT WAS AN HONOR 
ARE WAITING FOR YOUR ANGE! RELAX, BEYOND HONOR! SO MUCH IEPEMDED 
REPORTS ARE YOU THEN WE WILL WAIT | UPON HIMf THEIR COLD INTELLIGENT 
UNTIL YOU HAVE EYES WATCHED HIM AS HEFUMBLED 
CALMED DOWN, . NERVOUSLY. .. 


++. WATCHED НІМ AS HE TOOK THE LITTLE PACKAGE 
FROM HIS POCKET. .. WATCHED НІМ AS HE PLACED А 
WHITE TUBE BETWEEN HIS LIPS, , .UNCONSCIOUSLY,.. 
WATCHED HIM AS HE RUBBED A RED-TIPPED STICKON 
А BROWN STRIP OF... 


THE PROFESSOR STARED AT THE FLAMING FURY ON 
THE SCREEN... 


МОЎ THERE COULD HAVE BEEN WO LIFE ON THORS SOMEHOW THOUGH, THOR S ATMOSPHERE 
NOT IN A METHANE ATMOSPHERE! AS YOU KNOW, WAS IGNITED! THE PROBLEM IS, МОЙМИР WOULD 
METHANE (5 A HIGHLY COMBUSTIBLE GAS! Й АМҮ OF YOU CARE TO VENTURE AN OPINION? 

THE TINIEST SPARK /9//7Е5 IT! > 





а 
im 


STARFIRE КА). ТО EARTH f 
Be e, 
RSR PRES SURE. 


Е 


15 
\CHES, SOMETHING INVISIBI 
GIANT PALM AND THE 


sË 


HIP BECAME A CORPSE... A DEAD THING, 
COURSE.. GLOW- 








IT'S #2 WHICHEVER OF OUR GOVERN- Ss 


SECRET THAT 
THE WESTERN 


ALLIANCE, 
PROFESSOR! 


JROFESSOR MILTON ENRIGHT SIGHED, WAR... ALWAYS WAR. 
MEN REACH FOR THE STARS АМО THEY ARE STILL CHIL- 
DREN... FIGHTING AMONG THEMSELVES...PLAYING WITH 
FORCES THEY CANNOT COMPREHEND... 


PROFESSOR ENRIGHT! YOU WILL BUILD W „IT SEEMS 
А SECOND STARFIRE BUT THE S 1 HAVE NO IT SEEMS А P/TY, DOESN'T ІТ, 
ВЕ COMPLETED IN RECORD TIME” | "CHOICE, GENERAL? OUT THERE, ALL THE 
WE MUST KNOW WHAT DESTROYED THE ፈእ GENERAL: UNIVERSE BECKONS! AND YET WE 
PREVIOUS SHIP! 74/8 ONE WILL BE 4 | BUILD FOR WAR’ FOR DESTRUCTION? , 


ARMED? WILL YOU DOIT? 





Y OF COURSE! /F WE ARE 
FIRST! AND ZE WE САМ 
PENETRATE THE BARRIER 
THEY'VE PLACED BETWEEN| 

BE HELPLESS... US AND LUNA? O7HER~ 


EASTERN ALLIANCE WOULD 





PROFESSOR ENRIGHT! І THINK WE'RE 
GETTING CLOSE TO SOMETHING! THE А9 
INSTRUMENTS ARE REACTING. 
ESPECIALLY THE AWMETERS? 


WOULD MEN NEVER LEARN THAT THERE WERE OTHER WAYS TO RESOLVE 
THEIR PROBLEMS BESIDES USING DESTRUCTIVE BRUTE FORCE?... 


ELD... 7 
WHATEVER 11:67 ALAST FOUR A 
WAY THROUGH: THAT'S AN NOTHING, SIR! IT'S NO USE 7 OUR BURSTS 
ят : 1 ARE A/T TING WHATEVER IT IS ALL RIGHT, BUT 
157 NOTHING HAPPENS? WE'LL HAVE TO TURN 
BACK! 


XIF THERE /8, WE'LL 
МО NOTHING HAPPENS! | FIND ІТ, GENERAL! 


BE INTERESTING 


THERE MUST# YOU'VE 6 
TO FIND А WAY, ENRIGHT! 





ይ. MAN-MADE MIRACLE Bur нотни ENRIGHT KNEW 
HURTLED UPWARD TOWARD LUNA. JOTHING OF THAT. МОТ THEN, ІТ 
‘AND AGAIN, IT WAS AS IF SOMETHING WAS SOME DAYS LATER THAT DE 
INVISIBLE... IMPALPABLE… RAISED ልኳ SUMMONED BY 

UP А GIANT PALM 


оғ 
HANDED THE NOTE WITH 
ІРІОМАТІС PHRASEOLOGY. 


IT'S INCREDIBLE 7 THEY 
THINK WE ERECTED THE 
FORCE FIELD 


EXACTLY! THE FACT HAS BEEN T THEN... NEITHER OUR 
VERIFIED Z WHICH IS PRECISELY GOVERNMENT WOR THE 
WHY YOU'RE HERE, PROFESSOR PHENOMENON! EASTERN ALLIANCE WILL! 
ENRIGHT! /5 THERE AN |0 OTHER EVER REACH THE MOON! 

D EXPLANATION? 


с! MOOI 
IT'S A STALEMATE? 





НЕ CAN 207 IF WE COULD BUT 

POOL OUR RESOURCES, MR. 

PRESIDENT...SHARE OUR 
KNOWLEDGE...? 


PERHAPS! IN PRINCIPLE, АТ 
LEAST, THE DEVICE SHOULD Д 
‘SUCCEED! 





JE YOUR DEVICE CAN DIRECT LOU HO, ONCE AGAIN. THE FORCES GLOWED, THE S/ARF/RE X- WAS STRIPPED 
NEGAT AND REI TIED WHILE EARTH'S FEDERATIONS AND ALLIANCES 
[ነ - 


JF WE HAVE CALCULATED COR- 
RECTLY, THE BEAM OF NEGATRONS 
WE SEND OUT WILL NEUTRALIZE 
аа ПО 
5 Ын ? 
Ke THe CONTROLS.. PRESS THE FIRING STUD... 


NOW, GENTLEMEN, WE SHALL ЗЕЕ/ 
THE INSTRUMENTS SHOW THE FIELD 
TO BE DIRECTLY AHEAD OF US! 





bes GORRUSCATING SHEETS OF 
RAW ENERGY! ЖОШ RIVAL THE 


THERE SEEMS TO BE AN 
OPENING, ALL RIGHT! BUT а 
HOW DO WE KNOW 1715 /ОР THAT! 
SAFE ТО PASS THROUGH 

THE OPENING? 


BUT WE DON'T KNOW YET 
WHAT [5 МАРРЕМ/МӘ ТО THE 
MONKEYS? IT WOULD BE WELL 
NOT ТО ВЕ 700 HOPEFUL 


WE CARRY SEVERAL @U/DED 

MISSILES? PETROV WILL PLACE 

THESE MONKEYS IN ONE OF THEM, 

IF THE MONKEYS SURVIVE PASSAGE 

THROUGH THE OPENING IN THE 
FIELD, МЕ WILL 


I'LL GUIDE THE MISSILE 
BACK THROUGH THE OPENING... 


Fux A TINY PORT IN THE STARF/RE‘S 
SIDE, A MONKEY-CARRYING TORPEDO- 
LIKE MISSILE STREAKED TOWARD THE 
SLOWING OPENING IN THE FORCE- 
FIELD BARRIER... 


ШОМЕУЕН, ENRIGHT AND PETROV HAD PLANNED WELL. THE 
ESTS SHOWED THAT LATER. THE MONKEYS WERE FRIGHT- 

ENED...BUT HEALTHY AND UNHARMED, THE STARFIRE WAS 

GUIDED THROUGH THE GLOWING GAP IN THE BARRIER. 


Te OTHER SHIP WAS FLAT." вас SHAPED. 


INSCRUTABLI 


ни 
CAME AT THEM AT IMPOSSIBLE SPEED. 


AND THERE Was Текти EVERY LINE OF ITS FORBIDDING 


ANOTHER SHIP! OUT ሪም HERES, PROFESSORS 
7775 NOT POSSIBLE 





THEY'RE ዶ/ያ/#ወ | МОА RACE THAT 
АТ US! THAT CAN BUILD A SHIP 


IKE THAT WOULD 


BUT... THEY'RE 


BACKS THAT'S WHAT THEY 
WANT! FOR US TO 60 BACK 


І WAS #/@#T ” NOW THEY'LL \ WE'LL GET THROUGH! 

PROBABLY ያድዶዛ/ያ THE GAP ` | WHOEVER.. WHATEVER 
WAS IN THAT SHIP 

WON'T STOP US! WE'LL 
GET THROUGH 


NO SOONER 


THROUGH AGAIN! 


САМ МЕ, GENERAL? YOU SAW THEIR 
(SHIP? NO! THAT'S МОТ WHY THEY 4 


PUT UP THAT BARRIER! MY GUESS IS 
ARTH 


HAS BEEN JUDGED.. 
FOUND WANTING! THEY'VE CA 
48 INE 


CAGED US IN? WHY? IF 
THERE ARE OTHER INTELLI- 
GENT RACES IN THE UNIVERSE, 
WHY SHOULD МАК BE SINGLED 
OUT...TO BE... CAGED INS 


І THINK І ዳርም” СЕМЕНАС 
GIVE THE ORDER TO 


Man IN HIS MIGHT RAN 
LIKE A FRIGHTENED 


RABBIT. 
BACK THROUGH THE OPENING 
HE'D MADE IN THE BARRIER. 


TURN 


НЕ FOOLS! THE POOR, PITYFUL FOOI 

EN THEN, THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND 
THEY DID NOT GRASP, EVEN WHEN ENRIGHT 
TRIED TO EXPLAIN THAT MAN COULDAEVER 
REACH FOR THE STARS... 


Wi 


NEVER? YOU'RE MAD, PROFESSOR! 
THE CREATURES ዘ 


IN THAT, SHIP, „ WHATEVER 
FEAR US! THAT'S WHY THEY 
BUILT THAT BARRIER! AND IF THEY ዶይ 
US, WE CAN EAT THEM! 


THEY ARE. 


WHYGENERAL?! WELL, WHAT DO 
WE DO WITH DANGEROUS; SAVAGE 
ANIMALE? 1. 





